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MPS Counter Terrorism Bulletin

Introduction
The threat from international terrorism is real and serious. As we have seen, terrorists can strike at any time and any place without warning. 

Over the last few years the level of counter terrorist investigations has intensified and increased. The police and security services are monitoring dozens of suspected terrorist networks spanning London and the UK – many with the desire to attack this country.

The Metropolitan Police Service is working together with our partners and the public to tackle the threat. It is only with this support that we can protect London and make its citizens safe.

By working together, many plots to attack the UK have been foiled and in recent months a number of terrorists have been convicted and jailed. Had the conspiracies been successful, many people could have been killed or injured. 

But, we must not be complacent. As the attacks of July 2005 – when 52 innocent people were murdered – and more recent events demonstrate, terrorists will try again. 

The MPS remains committed to working together to counter the threat and protect life and property from terrorism, while ensuring business as usual in the capital.

Terrorist convictions following investigations by the Metropolitan Police Service Counter Terrorism Command (SO15) 2006–2007

Operation Xango

In July 2007 five men were convicted and jailed for a total of 13 years for possessing large amounts of extremist material to help them prepare for training camps overseas and to carry out acts of terrorism. Martyrdom and suicide bombings were a recurring theme in the material, designed to encourage people to die in the process of destroying the chosen targets.

Operation Crevice 

In May 2007 five men were jailed for life for a foiled plot to detonate a fertiliser bomb or bombs in the UK. They had purchased over half a tonne of ammonium nitrate and were observed by police and the security services discussing possible targets, including packed nightclubs or a large shopping centre. They were arrested before they could carry out their plans. At the time it was the UK’s largest ever counter terrorism operation. 

Operation Bivalve

In July 2007 Yassin Nassari was jailed for three and a half years for possessing documents useful for terrorist purposes. His material included documents about martyrdom and weapons training, as well as instructions on how to construct an artillery rocket used by terrorists in the Middle-East.
Operation Vivace 

Failed attempt to bomb the London transport system in July 2005. Just two weeks after 7/7 four home-made explosive devices partially detonated on three tube trains and a bus. The bombs were designed to kill. The suspects fled and there followed the largest ever manhunt in the UK. In June 2007 four men were convicted for conspiracy to murder and jailed for life. They will each serve a minimum of 40 years.

Operation Rhyme 

Major conspiracy to bomb targets in the UK and the US. The plot was thwarted following an intelligence-led operation by the MPS and the Security Service. In November 2006 the group’s leader Dhiren Barot was jailed for life. In June 2007 his co-conspirators were jailed for a total of 136 years for their part in the plot, which, if realised, could have killed many. The judge said that Barot’s plans were “designed to strike at the very heart of democracy”.

Operation Subra

In June 2006 Mohammed Ajmal Khan – an Al Qaeda-trained terrorist – was jailed for nine years for conspiring to buy equipment for use in terrorist attacks. The court heard that the equipment, including global position systems and body armour, may have been used against Coalition forces in Afghanistan.
Operation Kyoto 

In May 2006 Kazi Rahman was jailed for nine years for attempting to buy hi-powered weaponry for terrorist purposes. He also aspired to procure surface to air missiles and rocket propelled grenades. He was arrested as he was collecting the weapons from an undercover police officer, following an intelligence-led investigation by the MPS and Security Service.

Operation Mazhar

In July 2007 three men were jailed for a total of 24 years for incitement to murder after they encouraged others over the Internet to commit acts of terrorism. They used e-mail and administered Internet chat-rooms to encourage people to follow the ideology of Osama Bin Laden and distribute violent extremist material such as beheadings and terrorist atrocities. They were the first people ever to be convicted of incitement to murder using the Internet in the UK.

Operation Cybermax

In January 2006 Abu Bakr Mansha was convicted and jailed for six years for terrorist targeting. His targets were a decorated British soldier and two London businessmen. He had conducted research and gathered information, which could have assisted an assassination attempt.
Community

We all have a role to play in keeping London safe. It is not just the police, security and intelligence services that tackle the threat from terrorism – communities can help defeat it. 

We need information and support from the public. It is vital that we continue to work together to facilitate the flow of community intelligence, which could help prevent further attacks.

Recent convictions have shown that there are people intent on committing acts of terrorism against us all. Terrorists blend into our communities and make plans. They need finance, transport, accommodation, and support before they attack.

We ask the public to remain vigilant and trust their instincts by reporting suspicious activity to us through our confidential Anti-Terrorist Hotline on 0800 789 321. That one piece of information, no matter how small, could help stop terrorists in their tracks.

We understand that some people may have reservations about contacting the police. We can reassure them that all information to the hotline is treated in the strictest of confidence and is thoroughly analysed and researched before, and if, any police action is taken. 

When we do act we ensure that the impact of counter terrorist operations on communities is minimised. Public safety is our primary concern – if there is a possibility of a risk to the public, we must act.  It is only with the help of all communities that we can make London safe.

2006/07

• In the 12 months to September 2007, thirty people were convicted for committing or conspiring acts of terrorism. In total they received more than 450 years imprisonment.

• Approximately 85 people await trial charged with terrorism-related offences, including conspiracy to murder and conspiracy to cause explosions following investigations by the MPS. A number of trials are expected in the coming year.

• Amalgamation of Special Branch and Anti-Terrorist Branch into the MPS Counter Terrorism Command (CTC) has been progressed to enhance operational effectiveness, sharing of intelligence and tasking.

• We have reviewed how we use stop and search powers under terrorism legislation to enhance our tactics to deter and disrupt terrorist activity, while maintaining public confidence in the use of these powers.

• A unit dedicated to tackling those who radicalise, encourage or incite others to commit acts of terrorism has been established to deter and prevent terrorist grooming.

• Each of the 32 London borough police commands now has a counter terrorism liaison officer from the CTC to provide expertise at a borough level.

• A pan-London marketing campaign, comprising of radio and press ads, encouraging people to report suspicious activity to the Anti-Terrorist Hotline has seen an increase in the flow of community intelligence to the police.
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